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TO: Mr. James R. Robinson
General Crimes Division 11 May 1978
Department of Justice ‘ /
15 May 1978
Jim:

Attached for your information is the ion of the Congress a
Agency's proposed firearms legislation package rency Act of 1949, as
which the Director signed on 11 May 1978 and 2l Intelligence Agency
was subsequently sent to the Congress. Thanks ' .

again for your help on this matter.
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Ol COLMLIOCIILIAL UUCWIILEILS Q01U (IIdL2 ILals, 1n=re are other circumstances
where it is necessary for Agency personnsl to carry firearms if intel-
ligence facilities, personnel and-information are to be adequately pro-
tected against physical threats. While the number of circumstances
in which Agency personnel need authority to carry and use firearms, and
which are not clearly covered by the present statutory authority, is not
great, those that do exist are extremely important. For example, the
CIA operates a small number of training and other facilities that, for
reasons of security, cannot be openly identified with the CIA; without the
security provided through the use of armed guards, these facilities could_
not be anprOpmataly protected. Use of armed guards for such purposes
is nowhere sp°c1f1ca11y prohibited by statute; nor does the legislative
history on ths prowso, "[TIhat the Agency shall have no police, sub- -
poena, law enforcement powers, or internal-security functions..."”
in section 102(d)(3) of the National Security Act of 1947, as amended
(50 G.S. C. 403(d)(3)), militate against the Agency's utilization of
armed guards at CIA covert installations. However, there is no
explicit authorization for the Agency to protect its facilities,
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